
Asheville Marathon 
draws unique crowd

THAT’S COOL:  Participants in the Asheville Marathon run near the Biltmore House. Run-
ners from 40 states competed.  The temperature at the start of the race was 23 degrees.
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1,300 runners compete 
in Inaugural Marathon at 
Biltmore Estate.

By INGA SUNDER 
Staff Writer 
isunder.communications@gmail.com
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SoCon Tournament takes place at US Cellular Center
Downtown Dribble 
draws young 

crowd before 
tournament.

By ELIZABETH RAND 
Staff Writer
erand.communications@gmail.
com

The Southern Con-
ference Basketball 
Championship took 
place at the U.S. 
Cellular Center on 

March 8-11 with the 12 college teams looking for a 
ticket to the NCAA tournament.
     The teams that participated include 
Wofford, Georgia Southern, Samford, 
Furman, Chattanooga, UNCG, WCU, 
The Citadel, Davidson, Appalachian 
State,  Elon, and College of Charleston.
     Other than the basketball tournament, 
the Downtown Dribble also took place 
on Saturday March 9 from 9:45 until 
10:15 a.m. before the games started.
     The Downtown Dribble is an event 
where children ages 8 through 12 dribble 
a basketball from the Vance Monument 
to the U.S. Cellular Center.
    “There were a lot of kids who participated in the 

dribble from different schools around Asheville. My 
daughter participated, and said it was a lot of 

fun,” Kendra Turner, mother of Downtown 
Dribbler said.
     The first 500 children who registered 
received a free basketball, t-shirt, and ticket 
to a game.
     General Admission to any of the games 
was $75, and VIP tickets were $175.
     Cheerleaders, marching bands, and 
mascots participated in the dibble as well, 
engaging the support of their college teams 
at the SoCon Tournament.
  Davidson College won the SoCon tourna-

ment in the men’s division.  The women’s division was 
won by the University of Tennessee at Chattanooga.
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The average time it takes a 
person to finish a marathon 
is four hours. Here are 
some others activities you 
can do in about the same 

amount of time.

GOLDEN FLEECE • April 19, 2013

The North Carolina Arboretum offers 434 acres of public land located in Bent Creek Experimental 
Forest and Pisgah National Forest. The Arboretum also offers a permanent exhibition of 65 
acres of botanical gardens, including one of the most unique bonsai collections in America.

SOURCE: ncarboretum.org

Biltmore Park Town Square
1.8 miles

Pritchard Park 
8.5 miles

Biltmore Estate 
6.6 miles

Thomas Wolfe Memorial
12.3 miles

Looking Glass Rock
28.9 miles

Betcha’ didn’t know some of the neat facts about Asheville. We’ll feature one each month here!

Asheville

     Thirteen hundred runners raced a total of 
26.2 miles in the Inaugural Asheville Mara-
thon on March 3. Organized by Daphne 
Kirkwood of iDaph Events, the marathon 
started at 7 a.m. with a temperature of 23 
degrees.
     The overall winner of the race was 42 year 
old Jason Bodnar from Candler, NC who 
finished the race in just over two hours and 
forty-six minutes. Due to the extreme cold, 
Bodnar was taken to Mission Hospital for 
mild hypothermia after the race. Marissa 
Weiss, 21, from Raleigh, finished with a time 
of 3:12:29 as first female runner, securing 
12th place overall.
     Two teachers from Roberson, English 
teacher Joi Keen and husband and science 
teacher Kevin Keen, competed in the mara-
thon.
     “We wanted to do it for the challenge, and 
you also don’t have the opportunity to run a 
marathon everyday. It was something differ-
ent,” K. Keen said.
     “It was incredibly cold. We even had 
some snowflakes when we started,” J. Keen 
said.
     The race participants ran through forest, 
meadows, and gardens and were able to see 
new views of the Biltmore Estate.
     “My favorite moment was when we ran 
up the front drive of the Biltmore House and 
got to see it up close. The second half of the 
marathon was really hard because it wasn’t 
paved and there were a lot of rocks on the 
road,” J. Keen said.
     Runners from 40 states (as well as coun-
tries such as Canada, Finland, Romania, and 
Australia) came to Asheville to compete in 
the marathon.
     “I picked Asheville because of the Bilt-
more Estate’s beautiful venue, and I am a big 
believer in supporting the community: Bilt-
more is a tourist destination, but to have a 
marathon there in this time of the year helps 

the economy of Asheville,” Kirkwood 
said.
     Kevin Keen agrees that Asheville 
is a good place to have a marathon.
     “Running is quite popular 
around here,” he said.
           Joi Keen started running in 
high school, but never ran with a 
team. She has been running ever 
since and has completed a couple of 
half marathons before she decided to enter 
the Asheville Marathon.
     “I like running because it puts me in a 
better frame of mind. I’m not very good at it 
or fast, and sometimes I don’t even like the 
run while I’m running, but I like the feeling 
afterwards,” J. Keen said.
       “I’ve always liked running and I already 
ran four half-marathons. I took the prepara-
tion for the Asheville Marathon pretty seri-
ously: I ran pretty long runs every weekend 
and even sometimes during the week,” K. 
Keen said.
     According to Kirkwood, organizing 
the Asheville Marathon was the biggest 
challenge of her life so far, but was a huge 
personal accomplishment.
     “I feel fulfilled. To pull something like 
this off requires a lot of work because there 

is so 
much 

that 
goes into 

a race. I 
wanted 

it to be 
something 

memorable. 
I feel blessed 
and honored 

to put something 
on like that,” Kirkwood 
said.
      The race was a Boston Marathon qualify-
ing event and a fundraiser for the Leukemia 
and Lymphoma Society and the Mission 
Cancer Program.
       The youngest runners in the Asheville 
Marathon were both 16 years old and go 
to Asheville High School: Emma Sarver, 
who finished in the top fourth and Sophie 
Whelchel in the top half of all runners.
       “Running a marathon is definitely on 
my ‘Bucket List’. Although it’s really hard 
and you would have to train a lot, I just want 
to do it someday,” Roberson sophomore 
Charles Harpe said.
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